From: David KepkeDate: * No Date *Subject: Against the Mid-County Parkway, for the Record.Attachment(s): 1Note: I have attached a copy of this letter in MS Word 2000 format in case it is reformatted in transit. David Kepke20585 Villa Knoll DriveLake Mathews, CA 92570 Dear RCTC, Tay Dam, Susan Meyer, Cathy Bechtel, Bob Buster, RAGLM members, As you may know, the comment period for the Mid-County Parkway project will end on January 9, 2009.  This submission meets that deadline, and I would like it to be part of the public record. I am opposed the MCP being placed on the current preferred route, or on Cajalco.  If this project is to be build at all, it should be done along Route 74 where ample right of way exists without disturbing pristine habitat, and the rural communities of Lake Mathews and the Gavilan Plateau. Many times I have taken my children and others on hikes up the side of the creek along Gavilan Road, which has natural water year-round, and which many wild animals depend for their survival.  I take them there to showcase the beauty of the wonderful area I chose to live in.  We climb up the western bank to a beautiful open chaparral with many dry creeks containing natural trees, shrubbery, large boulders and rock cropings.  We can see the tops of the trees along the Gavilan creek, and their gorgeous fall colors take your breath away.  I cannot believe RTCT is planning to bring a freeway right through one of the most beautiful and ecological areas around here, right over the top of that very creek and surrounding area I love to take walks through. I moved out here to escape the noise and the density of the city.  At nighttime, it is so quiet I can hear people talking a mile away, I can see the beautiful stars of the southern sky, and on nights when there is ground-fog blocking out the lights of Riverside, the Northern sky?s vibrantly, variegated stars stand out as well.  I like the fact that I can hear coyotes howling from a far, and sometimes right at my back door.  I like the fact that I get to see bobcats traversing through my yard just outside my kitchen window, eagles, hawks, and Turkey Vultures riding updrafts while searching for a meal, coveys of quail crossing roads, snakes and rabbits doing what they do.  This wonderful atmosphere will be wasted if you build this freeway.  I know because I use to live a mile away from the 60 freeway, and I could hear its loud roar of traffic, even from inside the house. The beauty and tranquility I describe will be replaced by noise pollution, light pollution, and air pollution, and the animals will be scared away.  Nobody will want to take walks next to an ugly, noisy freeway.  I chose this place for the way it is, not because I want higher density lots and have it turn into the place I left. Government is supposed to represent the people, all of the people, and to me the people that should have the loudest voice in this decision are the ones who already own the land they live on, those whose lives will be negatively affected by this project.  It should not be the voice of rich landowners with political connections looking to maximize their investment by cramming as much development onto their land as they can get away with by getting the county to approve zoning designations.  Those landowners knew the zoning when they purchased their parcels.  It is not right to slowly erode the zoning into smaller lots by pushing the envelope on various fronts, slowly encroaching on the rural community, then using those very changes to justify more development until they eventually get what they want.  What about those like me who want it to stay like it is?  Is government going to listen to our voices?  We will be watching, and voting. I know many others have listed technical reasons against why this freeway should be built so I will not repeat all of that information, which in itself makes a strong argument against this project.  Suffice it to say that in the face of all of these concerns and facts, I cannot see how the RCTC can bring this project through Lake Mathews or the Gavilan plateau, and I have seen no hard facts as to why this route must be built.  There are many other transportation issues in Riverside County, and many right in the city of Riverside itself, that would benefit more, and should be addressed before considering a project like this.  Bring the current roads up to standard before ripping a new one through pristine land against the will of the people who live there.  Technical facts aside, I hope I have articulated from a human, quality-of-life standpoint the wonderful area you will all be personally responsible for destroying if you build this freeway.  Sincerely,    David L. Kepke
